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ket = RISPORT = o L February 1945 (Cow
 dicated that the "Kamp¢®ippe tyl&'ef-sadl"del.aying"fmn By s
ployed by the enemy to permit the bulk of the forces to Withdraw behind the -
‘Siegfried Line. Casualties were moderate, the lst Battalion suffering the ;
heaviest losses in their fight for HECKHU SCHETD. {
 Since June 21, 19, the Meginent has evacuated 502 wounded prisoners,
This figure does mot include wounded prisgoners during the FATAISE GAP operations
_-1ccprdinz-to-Captqin'Crapin;thqrﬁ_uﬁre-"t00;m!§f\30a9°“ﬂt"t' Sl S S

The Division now issued its Field Message No. 28, waich stated generally:
1, Keep contact with the enemy my with limited objective ‘attacks or bombabt
patrols, clearing cut all enemy Southeast to patrol line. . . D
2, fonsolidate positions along gemeral lime powoccupied. . . . .o
3, By aggressive patrolling maintain combact with and pressur  against, the
enemy, reporting imediately any indications of enemy withdrawal Eastward through
She Slacfricud defeknsss o e Ddee R |
. Today Major General Van Fleet relinquished command of the 90tk Division and
‘Major General Rooks assumed command. Ceneral Van Fleet visited the Regimental
Command. Post bading farewell to Lt, Colonel Bealke and his staff, and expressed
‘the desgire that all men of the 358¢h Infantry receive his "best wishes for com=
timed and great success", i i ' SsavE e B
As the Regiment went into defensive position dlong the outer-rim of the
Siegfried lLine a Warning Order was issued of possible shift in the battalion
bOm-ldu'ie'o : ; ;

Battle Casuslties - 62,
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As prescribed by order from Division, the Regiment halted its advance and
prepared a defensive position. The battalions were disposed as shown on attached
overlay, During the day there was moderate artillery and mortar fire in the
Regimental Zone, The elememts again were the big fight - this time md and water
instead of ice and smow. The only action of the Regiment was the moving of the
Regimental Command Post, Service Company, Medical Battalifm, MP Company and Anbie
 Pank Company to the town of STEFFESHAUSEN from BEILER, The P was established at

" As usual the OUR RIVER has been on the rampage with the rain and melting snows,

This is the third river crossing for the Regiment as an agsgult unit, As was in
" the case of the MOSELLE and SAAR Rivers, the waters rose immediately upon the
crossing of the foot troops, making the problem of supplies and ammunition a diffi-

Division Field Order No. 52 was received at 1600, ~357th Infantry was ordered

~ to the rear for re-grouping and re-aqgipphs and consequently 356th Infantry took

over part of the sector occupied by 357 while the 359th Infantry relieved the 358th

on part of its Northeast sector, As a remlt of this shifting of troops lst bat-

talion 358 assembled in the tom of HECKHALENFELD 903786 for the purpose of clean—

. img wp the troops, good hot food and a might's rest under cover. At this time it
was expected that the 3rd Battalion would be the next battaliom out of the line

for rest and rehabilitatiom, Plans were laid for strong combab patrols to harass

the enemy and also gain valuable information on disposition of ememy troops. Boche

were seen occupying defenses in the Siegfried Line,

" ety A mmon g e Temay s

To Lt. Donohue, Regimental Liaison Officer, goes the "Orchid" for the classic
remark of the day. After reading the Regimental Field Order he said "This Order
should be framed, The Regiment halts its advance, I haven't seen that sentence
gince just before the holding position around BAUPTE in July".

A last minute report stated that the lst Battalion received three vollgys of
twelve rounds each in the town of HECKHUSCGHEID, Our own artillery fired on enemy
troops on either side of the tom when movement was noted by the outposts. Cries
of "help, aid mem" could be heard from the enemy positions. It is not a confirmed
fact that the enemy was counter-attacking. Also a last minute patrol report from
1t. Rudes, 3rd Battalion S-2, that a patrol of five men, led by Sergeant Miller
of Company I found no enemy at 917753, .

Prisoners taken today is estimated at 25 - casualties in our own troops - 16, .
with no battle casualties wp to midnight,
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- The battalions repo' ed a quiet night H:Lth. little or no artillery mortar .
fire, It appeared at this time that the 358th would hold the right flank of. the
Corps sector and remain for 2 few days in a defensive position, o _

Active pa.troll:.ng was contimued dnring the nigh‘b and the pat:ml of Go m- K
brought back sixteen prisoners without firing a shot, The tale told was that thq:
entered a small tomn of BERG (9117L49) on the outskirts of the larger village of
GROSSKAMPENBURG, They cleared the villege of BERG and talked the sixteen gam
into surrendering, Another valuable and classic example of fine patrol work was
written in the amnals of the unit!s history. The bulk of the day was spent in the
redisposition of troops in accordance with the Division plan to hold the Division
sector with two regiments, The 1lst Battalion now assembled in the town of HECK-
HALENFELD as Regimental Reserve, the 3rd Battaliom assumed control of the 2md Ba'b-_
talion sector at 115, and the 2nd Battalion had already assumed that portiom of
the 357 sector gaining and maintainimg contact with Task Force Depuy. It is ex-
pected that the relief of the 1st Battalion by the 359 would be completed shortly
after dark, the reaaon being that their approaeh was over exposed grou.nd and coﬂ.d

not be accomplished during daylight,

The weather still played with the nerves ami tmd the efforts of all con-
cerned to keep supplies and roads clear and passable, The weather turned to rain
with the lelt:i.ng SROW, caused the water to rise emough to wash out approaches and
Bailey 'bri.dgea in the sector, At 2150 2nd Battalion had completed its relief,

As all was settled for a defensive position and a posgible rest and drying-o\d; :
we received the advance information that we were to be relieved by elements of
the 1lth Armored Division and we were to assemble our battalions in the following
placess HECKHALENFELD, WILWERDANGE and STUPBACH, with STALBACH for the overflow,
Regimental Command Pom{. Co B 315th Medical Btbtalion, Anti-Tank Compamy and the
Military Police Conpw was to stay in STEFFESHAUSEN, Field Train remained in
BERG REULAND, Warning Order was issnad to all units,

Again the weather played its usual tricks by giving the "doughboys" the most VAR
difficult types of weather - wind, sow, rain, and sleet, Rain held the donminate
light of the day and caused the streams to rise out of all proportiémsg i

3 February-1945




LECLASHIrIELY WA Reproduced at the National Archives

| Authority N&Q?;EOL?
u;@j} NARA Date Z_.Z’._IO:Q}_-

& s B
358th Infantry \ HISTORAT ly February 1945

; Daring the night the battalions reported all quiet.in their respective areas,
The entire day was spent by the battalions closing into their assigned areas, v
Once again the Regiment was set to enjoy a "drying-—out" period but the Division
 g=3, Lt, Colonel Richard Stilwell warned the R giment of am impending move, 358
. issued Plan "A" with the main emphasis placed on assisting the hth Divisiom to seize
 line of the PRUM RIVER betweeam PRONSFELD and WEINSFELD, The entire attack was =
‘hinged upon the lith Division capture of BRANDSCHEID, It will be noted later that
 the entire #logm of BRANDSCHEID was never taken but the 358th relieved and attacked
 on order from Division, ; ; ARG ) kG

; Lt, Colonel Bealke announced that it was now Lt, Colomel William T, Wallace,
Commander of 2nd Battalion. Lt, Colonel Wallace joined the 90th Division and the |
 358th Infantry back in the hedgerows of Normandy - the same night the 79th Division
assed through 358 to capture CHERBOURG, The Lt, Colonel, then Major, served as
iﬁﬂl&tﬂ S-3 for several months and then became Executive Officer of the 2nd Bat-
talion and was elevated several times to being Battalion Commander, the last and
. final time during the BRAS battle, : e .

Sti11 the doughboys wWere fighting the weather more than §hey were fighting
the terrain, i el
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 The Battalions reported a very quiet night due to their trying to get warm,
getting dry, and had a very good night such as it was, in barns and straw stacks,
dreaming of the shower unit at WILWERDANGE, Bat it was to no avail because early
in the morming we received orders to move to the following toms preliminary to
. making the attack on the West Wall, The 3rd Battaliom was to move to BLEIALF
he 18t Battalion was to relieve the 22nd Infantry régiment of the lith Div,,
: SHEID, The 2nd Battalion moved to WINTERSCHEID along with the MP Co
5] gimental CP, We did not start our movement until 1330 and the 3rd Bat-
. talion,by using twenty-five trucks, moved to area by way of ST VITH, STEINBRUCH,
. IHREN and WINTERSCHEID where they detrucked and marched to BLEIALF, The lst Bat-
. taliom, by shubttle march, moved to BLEIALF from HECKHALENFELD by way of WINTER.
' SPELT, WINTERSCHEID, where they slept a few hours and then moved out to make the
. relief of the 22nd at BRANDSCHEID, The 2nd Battaliom, by shuttle march, moved
~ from STUPACH to WINTERSCHEID via EICHENBUCH, HECKHALENFELD and WINTERSPELT, Anti-
‘ank and Field Train was to move early the next morming to WINTERSCHEID, The
 Regimental Command Post opened in WINTERSBHEID approximately 1630, Immediately,
the I&R Platoon, under Lt, Pxyne, was

- the I&R ) _ broken into two squads and armed With mime—
 sweepers, proceeded to make a reconnaissance of the roads the Regiment expected
to mse the following day. . i oo A,

 Again an almost contimious rain fell, soaking the already web troops and makin
them very uncomfortable for a fight so close at hand, The weather was again :
playing its usual foul hand at holding up the American effort to secure peace by
pushing the Germans back, This weather, as it will bew seen in the near future,
merely spurred the boys to get the pillboxes and get under cover,
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The day of the big attack on the Siegfried Line was greeted with heavy rain
and smow, The lst Battalion moved to relieve elements of the 22nd Infantry, Lith
Division, in the BRANDSCHELD sector, Due to the inky darkness and the bad roads,
coupled with the swollen streams that flooded the surrounding fields, the tactical
transporbation, including Tanks and Tank Destroyers, vere late closing-in, The
attack was schediled for OLOO, but the Division G-3 instructed the Regiment to be

completely ready before attempting a jm-o:tit_._

During the relief the enemy counter-attacked with approximately five hundred
 Infantry and three assault gums, After considerable confusion the attack was beaten-
off by both the 1st battalion and Company K and elements of the 22nd Infantry,
Even thomgh the counter-attack slowed down the relief and the attack, the enemy
suffered many casualties - both killed and wounded. One hundred sevemty prisoners
were taken., Compamy B, 358th, and Company K 22nd Infantry reported men missing but
these men turned-up (two complete squads of each company) the following might,

It was decided that the 1st and 2nd Battalions would attack at 1L00, with the
3rd Battalion remaining where they were until further orders., Company I is to re-
lieve Company A so that it can attack, and the 2nd Battalion will move to positionm
South of BRANDSCHELD between the 1st and 3rd Battalions, 7

The rest of the day was spent in the reorganization of forces and the HEngineers
swept the roads of mines for the safe passage of the armor, The new plans of attack
were completed with the 1st Battalion to continue on to its objective, cl
out all the pillboxes from (980809) to (965791)., The 2nd Battalion would gain its
objective South of BRANDSCHELD while the 3rd Battalion would take high ground at
check point 3L0 (002799). It was believed that this high ground would dominate
the action and close the gap in the lines between the 358 and the 22nd Infantry,
Enemy artillery fire and mortar fire was sporadic throughout the hours of darkness
and the 3rd Battalion sent out patrols to their objective to check on possible
enemy in the sector, As is always the case, a heavy fog hampered our operations
as did the rain and sleet, Visibility was very limited for artillery support, With
the weather the way it was, the Cub planes were grounded, All was in readiness at
midnight for the coming attack at 040O. Defensive fires were plotted and all tried
to get a few hours of rest before the jump-off,




uﬂtil the jump off time.
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‘The 1st Battalion noti E:Led Revimantal Headquarbers tha'b-t ey wer
to jump off but lacked their attached engineers, 15 051;0, they Jumped
. Charlie Company in the lead and by 0825 had cap ureﬁ three pillbo:
approx:.ma'hely twenty prisoners, It was tacti. y necessary th
 be taken in stride and completely wiped out, " The tanks and tank_
 were being used as a base of fire to keep the forts buttoned—-@.

reported heavy fire from their left front believed to be tanks and mo
 was believed that enemy observation from the high ground at (986793) using.
the heavy fire on the 1lst Battalion., Smoke from the artillery was brought in
the picture and the fire decreased considerably. Due to the enemy infiltrating
back into the pillboxes, all boxes wWere ordered demolished by extremely ea’vy
charges of explosives, Almost an hour later Gharlie Company had capbur
another pillbox with eighteen prisoners and a small mortar piece, The fifth
and sixth pillboxes capitulated by 1135 and the prisoner count mounted sbea
By 1635 two more pillboxes were cpatured yielding sixty to seventy-five prison
all accounted for by Charlie Company. All in all the 1st Battalion by 1715 ha
accounted for ten pillboxes and over eighty prisoners with a comparativel al.
“number of casualties, twenty reported. The lst Battalion was ordered to :
for the night and establish contact with 2nd Battalion and to be espac:.a].ly e.ler-[-,
against cnemy infiltrating back into the pillboxes, The lst Battalion held and
buttoned=up for the night with Charlie Company out in fromb at (9758055 extend—
ing East to (980805) and Able Company at (980809) extending Bast to (9 3809}, i
making contact with George Company, :

The 2nd Battalion jumped off at 0535 with artillery, mortar and small arms
opposition, George and Easy Companies wer:s the two assaulting units with Fox
Commpany in Battalion Reserve, George Company was on the right and BEasy Company
on the left, Their assault was slow and deliberate and had progressed nicely
but was having considerable difficulty with enemy mortar fire falling on them,

As a result, the artillery expended some 1,350 rounds of ammunition searching out
draws and likely spots where the fire might be coming from, The high ground

at (00L798) was covered with smoke, Maps were not too accurate in showing all
the pillboxes and When the assault companies did encounter them on the ground
they were found to be well camouflaged, It wasn't until 1115 that sy Company
reported the capture of four pillboxes and taking nearly thirty or forty prisoners,
Front, line reports came in that the Germans were fighting outside the pillboxes
in trenches and using the pillboxes only as shelters. In previous pillbox en—
gagements the enemy had always fought from within his cement and steel casements,
At 1330 Easy company reported the capture of another pillbox. The 2nd Ba‘ttalion
buttoned up for the night in the vicinity of (983809) and extended East to ;
(986808), George Company extended East and North to (991809). For the day, the
2nd Battalion had taken eight pillboxes and had advanced some eight hundred yards
on the left of the 1lst Battalion. The Battalion had also accounted for some
thirty to forty prisoners. Casualties Were not emeessive and the estimate at
1600 was approximately five, S :

3rd Battalion started the atbtack in Reserve, although King Company mwed a'b
0630 to relieve elenents of the 22d Infantry on the Regimental left, Item Company
then jumped off at 06LO to seize Objective 3, the high ground at (005783). _
Item Company and King Company were in the assault with Iove Company in Reserve,
The 3rd Battalion moved with little or no opposition but were ordered to hold
on the high ‘ground at (00L4799) at 1205 hours., The battalion had advanced so very
rapidly that they over-ran a mortar position in a draw taking some fifteen PsW
and destroying 3 emplaced mortars, They were ordered to patrol to their front

&
7
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'contact with the I‘ourth Division on their 1eft. i
ance Troop Was assigned to the Diviaio!; for th -l’,--
rubbs relieved clements of 3rd Ba@iialio h
., ‘The Battalion made the furthes

e, However, 'ohefyr-'; nco

the wrd Battalion, Task F
'di.,io \sd M1 H:i.ﬂ‘.eﬁ,

: 4 5Th Regiman'b,had aken eu.gh‘o eon pj.llho?x

: a.nd adv\ ed over two thousand yards on the left
in the center, and over nine-hundred on the right flank. This was
the hard way due to the fact the troops were fighting right’-"'.in...the. he
German Westwall, The Regiment did not reach itsobjectives but it did sen
Germans reeling back on their heels and were pushing and widening the small breal
throughe The Regiment suffered fifty battle casualties and some twenty from
non-battle reasons. The weather was still playing a. vital part in our plans a.nd
our losses. Plans for the nexbt day Were completed and all vaa quiet save for
the average amount of artillery and mortar fire that fell during the nigh‘b.
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. 1st Battalion received artillery estimated to be 105mm through the nigh

‘but no casualties were reported, Daring the night one squad of King Compa
22d Infantry and one squad of Baker Company 358th Infantry were Tesaied
~the pillboxes in lst Battalion sector, They had been missing since early
the Al of the Sixth. When the Cermans attack during the relieving of
. units, these men Were aut off. All men were accounted for and they s
re during today's operation
they had observed the enemy laying mines along the edge of the woods at co-
! ofﬁ%néth}?BS??&,ffTﬁé'1:??_Battafipﬁ:jumped df:}atzogﬁo-and by 1030 had
~ seven pillboxes with thirty-five prisoners. Able Company made steady progress
 against the boxes for the rest of the day and by night had taken some thirty

‘pillboxes and well over a hundred prisoners, Baker Company followed close be-
hind until they could attack East to relieve the pressure on the 2nd ‘Battalion,

The Battalion bubtoned up for the might with Able Company assembled in the =

pillboxes and Baker Company extending North from 973790 to 976800 and Charlie
Company estended North and East from 976800 to 981807 tying in with Dog Company
- of the 712th Tank Battalion which held the line from 981807 East to 987807,
The Battalion had advanced 1800 yards to the Southwest to widen the breach

2nd Battalion jumped off from their positions in an effort to drive South
bo take the high ground which dominated the entire sector. Easy Company had
located two pillboxes in their sector and had captured them by 1230 with ten ;
prisoners, At this time, George Company was shifted to the edge of the woods
at 995805 to assist Easy Company in the assault of the high ground, Fox Company
Wwas being shifted to Bast to contact 3rd Battalion. At 1840, Easy Company _
had taken another pillbox with fourteen prisoners. After having taken some
twenty-five prisoners and four pillboxes with an advance of some five-hundred
yards, the battalion buttoned-up for the night with lasy Company at 987807
extending South and REast to 991805, Fox Company extended South from 997808
to 99780k, George Company extended South from 99780l to 996798. :

3rd Battalion had Task Force Bugh cleaning out the woods and trying to
gain the hill at 986794 but came under small arms and heavy mortar fire, The
Task Force returned at 0230 and plans were laid to go after it in force at
0630 with Item Company and King Gompany in the assault, At 0630, Item Company
Jumped off with Kingz following, Little progress was made through~out the day
due to heavy mortar fire and not being able to advance because of other units
not keeping up,

Task Force Grubbs buttoned-up for the night after holding the high ground
protecting the 3rd Battalion left flank, They were disposed along the high ri dge
from 003793 East to 001796. 'Te 90th Reconnaissance Troop maintained the con= :
tact between Task Force Grubbs and the 224 Infantry. b

The Regiment advanced generally 1800 yards on the right flank and 500 yard s
on left flank. The Westwall on the left had already been breached and since
the wall ran South west, our main effort was naturally in that direction. All
the pillboxes were now taken and we were poised to go on to secure the PRUM RIVER
line, The Regiment fully expects more pillboxes that have not previously lo=- :
cated to show up in their sector. Our casualties still onbtinued to be light ,
an estimated twenty-five for today. The weather is still causing many non-
battle casualties of sickness.
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wj.th ﬂne 2d and 3d Bn, proccedlng to Db:]ect:wes in order. lst m-'
. remain in present position until the capture of the high ground
. tack to secure objective one (high ground 990777 thence to obj

. the high ground 995769 and as the final objact fa ia:, the h:
99?5‘4. The 2d Bn was to secur'a I'theirp don high g

_ j-.'lst,and 3d Bns, Remain in Regt'l
" capture of objectlva within Re
. flank, 3d Bn was to attack 0630
S 8679l). Continue the athacl
ct;!.ve four (h:.gh gmmd at (9&3771; '

The attack was delayed unt:.l bett.er ight -and_\.\
--0800 a:nd by o9h5 had the 2 por
R after this rg pcr
bjective t‘n'o. s

fzre, some ha.gh veloclty fire. They were ordered to mt’can—u
for the night, Final disposition of Ttem Company was (997781) exhend:[ng
Northeast (990785). King Company extended from (990785) North and East tO
(002788). Love Company was employed as a second line defense from (99678L)
East to (999785). The Battalion had advanced some 2,000 yards securing
their two objectives. This was done by 1800 and three prigoners were cap-
tureds :

The 2d Battalion jumped off their attack coordinated with 3d Batualion,
at 0800 and rsported on hill at 1010. Easy had to knowk out two pillboxes
on the way. Fox #and George companies went on to secure the high ground
so that 3d Bn could move off to their objective, The battalion closed-in
an assembly area m the woods at (0079), so as to be ready for the next day's
operatlons.

The Battalion advanced 500 yards to secure their objective and reverted
to Regimental Reserve. They moved another 1500 yards later in the day in
order to close up. The battalion suffered very light casualties and knocked
out two pillboxes, capturing 8 prisoners.

1st Battalion received orders to move out and were on their way to ob-
Jjective one at 1020, At 1150, Baker Company was in the process of netrbral— '
izing a pillbox at (983787), capturing one prisoners At 1215, Baker, Glarliae
and Able, in that order, were moving along meeting no resistance except some
mortar fire in the vicinity of the pillbox, 1310 found the battalion on
its objective one and they reported contact with 3d Battalion. High vé!.o- G
city fire from the Southeast and fire from a communication trench held up the
1lst Battalion. They renained here for the night under orders The battalion
had taken three pillboxes and three prisoners, and had adwinced some 2,000 . o
yards with very light casualties. Task Force Brubbs, after having reported
contact with the Lth Infantry. There was no enenmy between the two forces.
The Task Force was ordered disbanded at 1510 with the I & R Platoon rever—
ting to Regimental control snd Antd-Tank Company reverting to being anti-
tankers again, A job well done for such a mixed unit.

The entire regiment united had advanced some 2000 yards, capburing 12
more pillboxes and 18 prisoners with very 1light casualties.




DEULAMIFILW

...I Authority ﬂ/l_}_ﬁ'_7_3_50_17 :
' . H}Oj) NARA Date L.Z'_IQ_'QJ

HISIORY | = 10 Tebruary 195

.

| 35Bth Infantry

Dora

- Theplfm Gf.o
ety

 sathered in to the fold shortly afver 1 i

Very hes

picked up fourteen more pr : :
toned up with Basy Company assembled as Dattalion fle D APIAL i
extonding No rth from (012785) to (013788) and George Company extending

(013788) to (015792). The battalion had moved 800 yards capturing one pillb
and twenty-five prisoners. Casnaltiscs were very light., S

3rd Sattalion jumped off at 0830 and encountered heavy mortar snd artillery
fire. Smoke and artillery fire was recquested en the hish ground ab (003773) to
screen their advance from enemy observations. The attacks besan with Item Company
on the left, King Company on the right and Love Comoany in reserve. At 1038, '
rd Batbalion reported being on the high ground at (003773) vhich comianded the
terrain all the way to the river, Considerable enemy tank fire was directed '
at the high ground from the viecinity of WATZERATH. ‘The artillery put a TOT on
the towm and the fire decreased considerably from that town, The Battalion had
advanced some 800 yards in the face of heavy fire of all types to secure the dom—.
inating terrain feature. They suffered over 30 casualties, The battalion was:
disposed for the might with Item Company at (003769) extending North to (00LT7Th)
King Company 2t (ooﬁ??hj oxtending North Bast to (006777), and love Company i
assembled as Battalion reserve vicinity of (998783). : A :

The Regiment advanced a 1000 yards in the face of heavy resistance co
from tanks, artillery, mortar and small arms fire, The line held by the
afforded complete view of the PRUM RIVER as well as the next day's object
WETNSFELD and WATZERATH. The Rogiment captured one pillbox and over pr
The Regimental Command Post was staged forward from WINTHERSCHEID to the pil
just southwest of BRANDSCHELID, ' A : SR
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- 358th Infantry HISTORY W 11 February 1915

Daring the night the Battalions kept the Regimental Operations well informed
as to their situation., Company I made three attempts to enter the tom of _
WATZERATH but machine gun fire denied them entrance, Considerable vehicular
movement Was reported in the town itself, The 1st Battalion reported no ar-
tillery or mortar fire on their positioms, Other than six rounds of artillery
near ;he Command Post, the 2nd Battalion reported all quiet, e iy

The 1st Battalion was to attack and secire the high ground this side of
the PRUM RIVER and patrol to the river as a prelimimary reconnaissance to its
crossing, The 2nd Battalion had the mission of capturing and securing WEINSFELD
and gaining contact with the Lith Division on the left, The 3rd Battalion had
the mission of capturing and secaring WATZERATH, Both the 2nd and 3rd Battalions
were to patrol to the river as a preliminary reconnaissance to the crossing of

the PMUM RIVER,

The attack jumped-off with no appareant difficulty except the lst Battalion
which encountered stiff resistance all the way, The nature of the oppositiom
was high velocity fire coming from its right flamk, and artillery and mortar fire
from across the river, It encountered very heavy small arms fire from the vicinity
of a communication tremnch located at (999778) and extending Southwest to (99L765).
' The Germans were making a defnite stand along this high ground thus enabling its
forces to withdraw from in front of our 2nd and 3rd Battalions assaulting on their
objectives of WEINSFELD and WATZERATH which lay to the Northeast, The enemy seemed
to be withdrawing from these two villages and moving Southwest to a village called
PITTENBACH., Many artillery concentrationg were fired upon the road network that

was centered at PITTENBACH,

At 0910 the 2nd Battalion reported Company G in the tom of WEINSFELD where
they captured 10 prisoners, They assaulted the town by crossing the high grouad
in the vicinity of (016784) and then swooping into the town in a final rush,

It was not until a few minutes later that Company G reported the tomn cleared of
all enemy and it was then entered by Company E and Company F, It was now that
Captain Morrisom, recently made acting Commanding Officer 2nd Battalion due to
evacuation of Colonel Wallace (ill), outposted the tomn and secured it from a
possible counterattack, The Engineers were then informed that the road through
the draw running generally from (008807) Southeast to (615792) thence Southwest
to (013781) and through the draw into WEINSFELD was not under observation. The
road was badly in need of repair, It was learmed at 1525 that thk 2nd Battalion
would be relieved and withdrawn to the vicinity of HABSCHEID as Regimental Reserve,
The relieving units were clements of the Lth Division and at 1845 they had as-
sumed control of the sector, At 2100 the 2nd Battalion moved to the town and
closed-in approximately 2400, Due to the lack of space the Regimental Medics and
Command Post remained where it was for the night., This group moved into the town

at 1000, 12 February,

The 3rd Battalion attack went well and at 1015 reported that Company I was
in the tomn of WATZERATH but the town was not entirely cleared of enemy until
shortly after ¥20B. Company L was to remain on the high ground at (005783) while
Company K was to maintain a line of security to the East, The odd part of the
3rd Battalion attack was the fact that it was mot until late in the evening that
the battalion 00 realized that Companmy I had crossed the PRUM RIVER and established
a small bridgehead, Lt. Rugh of Company I stated his orders were to clear the
tom and since part of the tom lay on the East bank of the PRUM he assumed that
he would have to cross his company over the river and clean it all out. However,
Company I was ordered to come back to the West side of the river and abandon its
bridgehead, It was a sad day whem the 3rd Battalion received orders to pall out
of the WATZERATH bridgehead and be relieved by the Lth Division, Morale was high
and the billets good - the men wanted to keep driving on. 1st Battalion 358 also
took over part of the sector held by the 3rd Battalion, the latter withdrawing
To the pillboxes in the vicinity of (971.778) for the night and part of the next
day when it would relieve elements of the 357th Infantry after dark on the 12th
of February, This line was to be (973753) East to (993765). el

All in all it waa another day of combat against a stubborn enemy well done,
The 2nd and 3rd Battalions had reached their assigned objectives and the 1st Bat=
talion had contained the enemy in pillboxes to their fromt, Another portion of
the Siegfried Line had been cracked and 358 held the distinction of being the
first Regiment to have elements across the PAUM RIVER, in the 90th Division sector,




358th Infantry HISTORY 11 {february 45 (Conttd)

All these factors added up that the Division as assuming a defensive status
and we gave up all our hard fought objectives to the Lth Infantry Division amd =
we shifted South to assume sectors of elements of 357th Infantry, Inasmch as we
felt badly in turming over this hard won ground, it meant dry clothes and a rest
for the doughboys who had been in the line for too many days. Also, a great deal
of sickMess prevailed and the nmon-battle casudlties mounted with influenza, pneu-
monia, and worst of all, a very peculiar type of diarrhera, which was sapping =
the strength repidly. _ Lol | - : aR

In summary, the Regiment had gained its objectives before noon, Wwas relieved
shortly after dark, giving up & bridgehead over the PRUM River and settled im an
assembly area before 2100, This characterizes the aggressive spirit of the Regiment
when the demands are known, e ' Ll

358th Infantry | HISTORY = 12 February 1§

The Regiment engaged in very little action today other than their moving into

" new positions, consolidating their own ones, and making themselves comfortable for
what now appears to be a stay of several days in this sector holding the defensive
line slong the PRIM River, The Regimental Command Post, Anti-Tank Company, Regi-
mental Medics, MP Company, Co B 315th Medical Battalion, and Co A 712th Tank Babt-
talion all moved to the town of GROBLANGENFELD, 2nd Battalion completed its move
to assembly area in and near HABSCHEID., The 3rd Battalion moved from its location
in the pillboxes near (971¥78) to the line relieving elements of the 357th Infantry
on a line (975753) East to (993765). This made a movement completed by 2355,
The relief was completed without incident, Very little small arms fire and only
sporadic artillery and mortar fire was received,

The 1st Battalion spent the day in constructing troop shelters, digzing-in
good defensive positions and setting up excellent f£ields of fire. At 2355 Division

was notified that the Regiment was all in position,

358th Infantry : HISTORY 13, 1k, 15 February 45

The Regiment's mission for these three days was to hold the PRUM RIVER Line -
013076 Southwest to 072758 - and to institute agressive patrols, These patrols
also reconnoitered for possible river crossing sites,

The 1st Battalion held the sector 013976 to 994765, with Company C holding from
013976 to 996770 and Company A holding 996770 to 994765, Company B was in Bat-
talion Reserve, The Battalion CP was at 992778 in a pillbox, The high Ground at
003773 afforded obsergationm over the PRUM RIVER and the town of PITTENBACH and
WATZERATH, The 2nd Battalion, Regimental Reserve, was in HABSCHEID, The 2nd
Battalionr elieved the 3rd Battalion in its sector om the 15th of February which
was merely a switch position of Command Posts, Company G relieved Company L,
Company F relieved Company I, and Company E relieved Company K, The relief was

completed by 2125,

The 3rd Battalion held the sector 994765 to 972758, Company L on the left amd
Company I on the right, The Battalion CP was in the town of HABSCHEID, The 3rd
Battalion remained here until relieved by the 2nd Battalion to c ontinue the at=
tack, The sector held by the 3rd Battalion was astride the railroad rumning from
Northwest to Southeast into Pronsfeld, They had control of the high ground to the
Northwest of the river., Company K's sector, overlooking the sector, was the key
sector, During the three days harassing artillery was received, The 2nd Battali
relieved the 3rd Battalion on the 15th, The 13th saw a very spectacaular display
of C-}47 airpower when supplies were dropped by parachute to Army Supply Dump at
BLEIALF, The Regiment Was ordered to police its area of the German dead and dead
animals, Vehicles were also picked up and parts of them pressed into service,
policing party of the 2nd Battalion went into a field that was mined amd five were
killed and three became litter cases. The policing policy was called off, =
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16 February 1945

' The periodic calls to the battalions during the night, 000L to 0715, gave
the comforting reports of all quiet, The entire day, after 1100, was spemt
in getting out the attack order and with it went out hopes of being relieved
from the front lines for a few days, A : R e
 Early in the day the 359 had orders to relieve the 358, These orders were

- revoked by the Commanding General at 1100, and the plans for the attack were =
brought forth, The attack is to straightem out the line which will gemerally
follow the PRUM RIVER line and form a junction with XII Corps in the vicinity of

 VAUEL, The jump-6ff will be 180L00 Febrnary, The Regiment will attack with

: m'neg:l.nentaf_- abreast and a third in reserve, making the main effort on the right
The 358 is to be pinched out, In order to meet the needs for the attack. In
order to meet the needs for the attack Task Force Grubbs was formed. Task Force
Grubbs was to relieve Company C s0 that they could get a day or so rest, The ]
relief was completed shortly after dark, The 90th Recomnaissance Troop was
attached to '3; g and they relieved Company B of 357. This shift of lines was to
allow the attack to get set, : i ; :

- Task Force Grubbs was formed by collecting together Anti-Tank Company, I&R
Platoom, and Gooks and until one hundred men had been gathered together, One
squad of the mine platoon was attached to each battalion for the purpose of
clearing main supply routes, Task Force Grubbs had as its weapons 50 caliber
machine guns vhich acted as heavy weapons and four light machine guns, plenty
of bazookas and their individual weapons, .

The odd feature was that fifteen mimites after the relief was completed,
Task Force Grubbs captured two prisoners, That, in the best of circles, is
called speed. One of the cooks captured one of the prisoners and stated that
he was going to take him to the rear and return to his kitchen, since as he
stated, his work was done, Technical Sergeant Morrision was the patrol leader
that made the patrols to and from the Lth Division, Very difficult terrain

vas encountered in this virgin territory,

The 1st Battalion had little to report other than some enemy fire on their
position, The 2nd Battalion, after its relief, had nothing to report other than
harrassing fire, About 2315, the companies of 2nd Battalion reported heavy
enemy movement in the vicinity of 9707l and in the towm of MASTHORN, Artillery
was called for on these movements, From HABSCHEID the 3rd Battalion reported

all quiet,

The Regiment issued Field Order No, 34 which was the attack order to at—
tack at 180 to seize and secure the PRUM RIVER line, Lots of artillery was
to be called for tonight to keep the enemy plenty harassed and awake, To=
morrow night, fire was to be light so that the troops would awaken the Germans

with bayonets at their bellies,

The Regiment had two battlefied promotions -~ Lt. Wagner from Company I and
It, Roed from Company M, Lt. Wagner picked up a DSC on the way. Lt, Colonel
Bealke pinning on the bars said, "You have your feet going in the right direc-
tion - keep them going there,

The rest of the day, from the issuing of the order at 2330, was very quiete
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At the end of the period the Regiment held the high ground running along
the West side of the PRUM RIVER in a Southwest direction fro 012779 to 963753,
1st Battalion held the sector around 995765, Task Force Grubbs held the sector
fron 012779 Southwest to 000772, 2nd Battalion held the sector from 986765
Southwest to 971760 with Company G on the right and Company F on the left,

- The Recomnaissance Troop held the high ground at 975756 to 9h475L. The 2nd Bat-
‘talion CPs at HABSCHEID and the lst Battalion P was in the vicinity of 98579k.
The Regimental CP, Company B Medical Battalion, Co B 315th Engincers, Co B 773rd
TD Battalion and Service Company all were in GROBLANGENFELD, A

358th Infantry s s HISTORY ' 17 February U5

' The day was spent in completing plans for forthcoming attack with all ity
of the Regiment and their attached units remaining in the positions they held at
the close of the day on the 16th, The 8-inch guns had the mission to harass the
enemy at PRONSFELD with particular emphasis placed on the main bridge in PRONSFELD,

- Decorations were awarded to members of the 2nd Battalion, Major General Rooks
and CGeneral Ernest visited the Command Post and conferred with Lt, Colonel Bealke
atoub our atback plans, We were to be relieved by Lth Division elements as quick-
1y as possible so that the Regiment could be placed in Reserve., Moads and trails
were being bhecked by the Engineers so that our rear area would be ready to sup-
port the attack, There is mo action planned until 0L0O on the 18th, We are to
have some artillery in front of the 1lst Battalion so as to soften up the high

ground that is to be their objective,

A1l in all there was little enemy activity in the Regimental sector, The
unit was getting ready for the attack on the PRUM bulge,

=

e
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The attack order, 16 February, directed the Division to secure the West
bank of the PRUM RIVER and make contact with XII Corps. The 358th was given the
mission of clearing the zone to their front to the river, The lst and 2nd Pns
were ordered to attack at 180400 February, The 1lst Battalionwas to gain ob=
jective 1 at (998758) and the 2nd Battaliom objective 2 at (983758), and then
they were to proceed to objective f at (992741), The 3rd Battalion was to re=
main in HABSCHEID, until ordered to seize and secure MASTHORN, It was planned
that upon reaching objective 2 the 2nd Battaliom would move through the Recon
Troops and attack abreast of the 2nd Battalion, When the Recon Troop was passed
through it was to assemble in the vicinity of HABSCHEID and to wait orders to act
as a contact unit, This movement also depended on the advance of the 359, as the
main effort of the division was to be on the right flank, The 358th Infantry was
on the inside of the swinging movement so our emtire operation depended on the
movement of the other two regiments of the division, After securing objective 1,
the 1st Battalion was to be relieved by the 12th Infantry, Task Force Grubbs
was also to be relieved by this change in boundry, This relief was to be made
as soon as possible after objectiwes 1 and 2 were seized and secured, :

Between 0001 and OLOO little artillery fell on our positions. Plans were be-

ing completed and troops were getting into position for the scheduled jump—off. Ab

OLOO the attack jumped-off and went according to plan with the 1lst Battalion re-
porting on their objective by 1000 with only one casualty, Company B was on ob-
Jective 1 and Company A attacked to their right rear capturing L pillboxes and
33 prisoners, Company C was left on their objective until they moved forward to
about (995768) as Battalion Reserve, After securing the high ground on Objective 1
the 1lst Battalion spent the balance of the day mopping up the sector, ready for
relief at 1600, Patrols were sent to PRONSFELD where they encountered small arms
and mortar fire in vicinity of (0007L8). They were unable to penetrate this line
so returned with full report, Another Task Force with 2 platoon of Company C
and a couple of tanks were dispatched to PITTENBACH, This Force encountered a
strong enemy force and were denied entrance into the town, They were to have
cleared the buildings this side of the river, Due to the fact that the relief
was underway, the 12th Infantry assumed control of the sector and the small task
force was relieved as was Task Force Grubbs, and the 1lst Battalion as of 2000,
The new North boundry of the division went into effect as of 2000, The 1lst Batw
talion was espected to close in their previously reconnoitered area in HABSCHEID
by 2L00, They reported diearing BRANDSCHEID at 2100,

The 2nd Battalion attacked on time and moved rapidly until they encountered
five pillboxes in Compamy G area, By 0840 all five boxes and seventy-five PWs
were taken, They reported at 0850 that they had taken Objective 2, They were
awaiting orders to continue the attack and Captain Morrison, Battalion €O, had
plans of passing Company E through Company F, Companies E and G after receiving
considerable artillery and mortar fire attacked amd drove to the vicinity of
(98075Lk). There they encountered strong opposition from what they believed to
be pillboxes, Darkness closed in too rapidly so Captain Morrison ordered the bat-
talion to button-up for the night, 2nd Battalion finished up with Company G at
983955 extending to 985756; Company F at 978755 to 983755; Company E assembled in
vicinity of 984765,

The orders were issued at 1200 to continue the attack with 2nd Battalion
and 3rd Battalion abreast at 13200 to secure objectives 3 and Lj, The 3rd Battalion
passed through the Recon Troop, and were in position, less their armor, at 1300
but told to hold up until 359 could get into position and provide protection,

The 3rd Battalion, now commanded by Cgptain Bryant, due to Lt. Col Spivey's
illness, jumped off at 11,00, The delay was due to the late coming of the armot,
L and K companies led the attack, The attack went well until artillery and mortar
fire slowed domm the assault, Company K continued its advance to the high ground
at 973760 where they were held up waiting for armor, Company L contimied to
97h 750 vhere they were stopped to await armor and TD's, and Company I was astride
the road at 986748 waiting orders as Battalion Reserve, A mine field at 963750
was holding up our armor, Lack of mine sweepers was hampering our operations,

A hastily formed squad swept the roads and the armor moved forward, The tanks held

up for the night at 97171, Company I moved to 970745 for the night and Compamy K
remained where they were at 973760 and sent patrols forward and Company L at
97L750. The 3Ird Battalion CO was nrdered +o on 3nta +he +amw Af MA STIORN o $1ad
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The 2nd and 3rd Battalions reported harassing fire during the early i
moming hours, The Regiment gained its objectives with very little re- L 2t
sistance, In one hour the 3rd Battalion had its objective, MASTHORN, and in :
two hours the 2nd Battalion had its objective, high ground at 992741, The

balance of the day was spent in consolidating positions in preparation of re-

lief by other units, X

The plan was now for the Regimenmt to be employed on the Division right
flank and thenmaking contact with the XII Corps at MAUEL. This employment
again depended on the advance of the 11lth Armordd Division and the other two
Regiments, Our losses were one officer and four enlisted men who ran into a
mine field, This personnel was from Company I. Two men of the 2nd Battalion
Were wounded vhile clearing a mine field, The Battalions received heavy shell-

ing after they gained their objectives,

The 1st Battalion remained in its assembly area until aftemoon vhen it
moved to HECKHUSCHEID, However, die to crowded conditions it was ordered to
procded to the tomn of HECKHALENFELD and they d osed in there at 2015,

With Company E on the right and Company F on the left, the 2nd Battalion
attacked at 0700, They moved rapidly and soon reached their objective - the :
high ground 9927U1 where they immediately dug-in to hold. Although enemy fire
was heavy, no casuaglties were reported. During the day they received orders
that they were to relieve the 3rd Battalion in MASTHORN after dark. The re-
lief was completed and the 2nd Battalion was in control at 1815. The 3rd Bat=

tallion was now moved to HABSCHEID, They buttoned-up for the night with F Co
on the Left and E Company on the right. Orders from Division attaching 2nd Bat—
talion to the 359th as soon as they had advanced to their immedi ate objective
were received and passed on. This would become effective on the 20th of Feb,

3rd Battalion with K and L companies assaulting, jumped off at 0645 to
take the town of MASTHORN, K wasto take the high ground Northwest of the town,
and L Company was to mop-up the pillboxes just North of the town, I Comp any
rem2ined astride the road ruming Northwest from the tomn, Company K acted
as the main bawe of fire while Company L and two platoons of Company K assaulted
the tovm, Immediately after the seizure of the town, Company I was imme diately
deployed on the right of the Regimental sector from 9757L0 to 9697hh. The
enemy was now shelling the tomn and the area around it, No casualties, however,
were received from this action. Shortly after dark, the battalion was relieved
by Company E and began to assemble in the tomn of HABECHEID, closing in at
2350, TField Message 32 was received from Division Just before midnight, and

followss

ESBth Infantry
s = No change,

Mission -~ No change. :
Revert to Div Res 2nd Ba on order,

As the day progressed the #eather and visibility became better and the ar-
tillexry observers took full advantage of it., The air corps also put in smeppesy-

ance to our front,

~13-
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on the right and the 12th Infantry Regiment on the leff, made scheduled cone
hradd negative - no enemy ground activity, mo enemy shelling, Interrogation

only movement of the Regiment during the day was the necessary transpo
in a new gector,
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Throughout the night the contact patrols between the 359th Infantry
tacts, The I&R OP reported hourly to the Command Post and its reports were

reports stated that the American artillery had paid-off with a vengence by
playing havoc Wwith enemy comminication and trampportatiom, The rain and mist
that had hampered us so during the past operations agaim began to fall, The

for recomnaissance. Plans Were dram up for the employment of the Regiment

’I‘iae lst Battalion remained in HECKHALENFELD, Showers were lﬁde avaiiab1§ .
to the troops as was such needed clothing, S0 ,p_q?vided movies, : A

~ The 2nd Battalion remained on line in the same position, They contimed to
receive enemy shelling and three casualties were reported, Under a white flag,
two deserters approached the lines but would only come part way, Company F,
realizing that this might be a hoax, decided to investigate, Artillery and
mortar fire was falling so that it was not so improbable that these two were
acting as artillery observers, Taking the situation into his own hands, S/Sgt :
Kessler of Company F made arrangements for covering fire and he moved out to
the pair, In a short time he was back with his prisoners, They reported that
ther:h were twenty-five more who wanted to surrender only their officer would mot
let them, :

The 3rd Battalion remained in HABSCHEID and spent the day cleaning up, which
was just the kind of a day a doughboy likes after having spent some twenty-five
days in the line, Movies were made available and showers Were promised for the
coming day, A Regimental officer visited the Command Post and oriented the
Battalion Staffs on the "Big Picture and on recent new enemy identifications,

Shortlybefore midnight, Division Field Message 33 was received and was brief-
ly as follows:

Division continues attak 21 Feb L5 to seize assigned objectives. 358th

Infantry, Co B (~1Plat) 315th FEngr Bn, detached 210800A, 2nd Bn dew

tached 211200A and attached 359th Inf., Other attachments - no change, i

Mission - no change, 358th Inf (-) reverts to Division Res, and re- s

sponsibility for present Z ceases 211200A. '

=1 )i
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At 1300 the Regiment's rest was interrupted by the Division Order to clean
out the draw between HICKESHAUSEN and HALENBACH before dark. At 1310, the 3rd
Battalion was alerted and given the mission. The Battalion quidclyorgmizd
and moved out of HABSCHEID by motor, six miles, to 911926, via HECKASCHEID,
they org s8d for the attack. The Battalion jumped off with Companies I
 as the assault units. The well planned offensive proved to be a tac

prise to the enemy. Little resistance was encountered and only L ca: e:
were suffered, By 2000 Company I had secured its objective — the tomn {ICKES-
HAUSEN, and Company L captured HALENBACH, The Battaliom now halted and con=
solidated its gains and positioms. The capture of these two erstwhile stromg
points broke the German line in the sector, For this swift and decisive action
the Battalion received a personal comendation from the Division Commander,
Major Gemeral Rooks, it s AR

The 2nd Battalion, atbached to 359, remained in its hard fought for positi
During the @y they received word that they would be released and revert to 358
control, 220900 February. The assembly area would be the woods at 930713 e

- Compamy C was attached to Task Force Spiess, an organization composed of
Headquarters 773rd TD Bn (-), 1 platoon of Company C 773rd TD (~), 90th Division
Recornaissance Troop, Company D 712th Tank Battgliom, 1 platoon Company B 315th
Engrs Bn, 1 Rifle Company 358th Infamtry, 602 TD, and Anti-Tank Compamy 358tm
Infantry and would form at the village of HOUF and vicinity of 944702, This
formidable force was attached to the 358th Infantry and would aid in the support
of the right flank whem the Regiment made the East turning movement on the
attack South, The TFS was ordered to be formed by dylight, ,

The Order of 21 February called for the Division to contimue the attack to
clear the enemy West of the PRUM RIVER within its zone, The 358th Infantry would
attack at 0730 on 22 February to secure objectives and clear enemy with its /
zone of action. Objective 1 was already held by the 3rd Battalion, Objective 2
was ARZFELD and the road net around the tomm, Objective 3 was the h ground
and road junction and road net in the vicinity of 958643, Objective L was the :
road net and high ground East of HOLZCHEN in the vicinity of 986857, Objective A
was the high ground at 930678, Objective B was the hill at 935667. OBjegbive B
was a series of small hils at 940655. Objective D was the ridge with small
saddle at 9526L0, Objective I was hill and cross road at 960628,

The plan for the 3rd Battalion was to seize Objective 2 and meintain cont
with 357th on the left, continue the attack and seize Objective 3 on Regimental
Order, Upon seizure of objectives 2 by the 3rd Battalion, the lst Battalion
would pass to their left and seize Objective L, TFS was to protect the left fla
by securing lettered objectives on Regimental Order, Normal attachments were
to be made by the Ingineers, Co B of the TD Bn and Co A of the 712th Tank B,

The Regimental Command Post was in a pillbox in the vicinity of KESFELD,
with the rear installatioms at GROSIANGENFELD. R

Things moved rapidly when they once began, The 358th was comitted around
the right end to give the Division the kick that it needed to secure the ob-
jective, where they would wait for the XIT Corps to secure its objective, '

Highlight of the day was the promotion of Lt Colonel Bealke, Regimental ;
Commander, to Full Colonel, Colonel Bealke joined the 358 in 19i|l and took com—
mand of Service Company, followed by promotion to FExecutive Officer, 1st Bn. :
then Commander of 3rd Battalion and finally Regimental Commander December 19511. ;

=15=- i
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The 1st Battalion entrucked in HECKHALENFELD, moving to an assembly area =
near the town of BINSCHEID, motor move of about twelve miles, The battaliom
entpucked at OLOO and received orders at 0836 to atback immediately ond seize =
Objective L (988657) the high ground in accordance with Plan "A", In this plan
the 1st Battalion was to by-pass ARZFELD, come abreat of the 3rd Battaliom,
seize and secure the town of HOLZCHEN and the high ground some 1000 yards due
East of the town, This attack jumped off in acoluwm of companies with Able
Company in the lead, They ran into trouble at check point 127 (955685) 1500
yards Bast of the town of HALENBACH, Able Company handled the situation while
BakerCompany and the forward command post remained at HALENBACH, Able Company
cleared the resistance out by capturing two officers and forty men. They them
moved out into the attack again. and was reported on the Northeast outskirts :
of ARZFELD at 1507, still on the move to the Objective, The battalion by-passed
the woods at (975667) and made a final rush to seize the town of HOLZCHEN znd
push patrols out to the remainder of the Obj ective, the high ground to the East,
Their Objective was seized and secured at 2200 and the final dispositiom for
the night was Ahle Company on the left and Baker on the right with two squads
of Able on the high ground to the East, Able Company extended North from co- Ak

~ordinate (982656) to (983660) with the two squads at (988657), Baker Compamy
held the line from (977652) Northeast to (982656). Command Past was at ARZFELD,

One squad of Able Company captured one hundred prisoners on the high ground
East of the town, They caught the Germans hitching their horses and trying to -
get away, The bulk of the prisoners were from the 276th Field Artillery Regiment
and stated that our troops had over-ran their positions including their horse-
packs and motor pools.

The 2nd Battalion was relieved of attachment to the 359th Infantry early in
the morning and were ordered to an assembly area North of BINSCHEID with the
command post to be located in BINSCHEID, Task Force Speiss could not go any
farther as they had no one left to leave as a protecting force on the flank,

It was decided to use the 2nd Battalion so at each point a company was loyed
to protect the right flank, Fox @ompany Wwas on the high ground at (92

Southwest of BINSCHEID, George Compamy at (930679) Southeast of HICKESHAUSEN, and
Easy Company at (936665) West of ARZFELD, This is the way the battalion was
disposed at the end of the day,

E

3rd Battalion jumped-off in the attack and moved out to capture Objective 2
(the town of ARZFELD) and Objective 3 (tomn of WINDHAUSEN and high ground to the
South), Their jump-off was delayed a short time due to fank fire hitting their
left flank, Artillery soon located the source of fire and the battalion con-
tinued its attack, At 0755 King Companmy was reported at (945678) while Item
Company was containing the enemy at (955685) until the 1st Babtalion could arrive,
This pocket did not slow down the battalion as it continued with Love and King
Companies abreast to capture ARZFELD by 1120A where they hae over-run the enemy _
mortar platoon intact and capturing some twenty prisoners, In the assault the
battalion used plenty of fire power and needed ammmition to replenish their
supply before moving on, At 1655 ammunition was distributed, Task Force Speiss
had taken the high ground on the T®ank, and as the 1st Battalion was abreast, they
Jumped off, At 2010 Item and Love companies assaulted the town of WINDHAUSEN
and had the tom totally secured by 2030, The Objective was completely secured =
by 2100, The battalion buttoned-up for the night with Love on the left extending
Southwest from (9746L5) to the road junction at (9686L1); Item Company on the
Right extending West from (968641) to (9616L0); and King Company battalion reserve
assembled near ARZFELD and the battalion command post in ARZFELD, Thus the bat-
talion had captured two towns,taken one enemy mortar platoom in tact plus upwards
of fifty prisoners and had advanced some 6000 yards to gain their objective,

Task Force Speiss attacked at 0730 to seize and secire ob,}'ect.im ;33;5 '

and D vhich was all high ground at (930679), (935668), (9L165L) and (ol
From these points he was to secure our rear and flank, At 1315, T Fore
reported securing Objectives C and D They encountered considerabl re.
Objective A and had secured it before long, TFS was relieved of Obj
by our 2nd Battaliom, This action allowed the Task Force to Tegroup with
strength so as to take Objective E and contimme their attack to the Eas
Speiss reported he had run out of troops and needed reinforcements, T  batton
up for the night with his force spread in strong points at (930670), (930662),
(935655) and also along ridge at (9LO6LG). :
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| 386th Infantry % HISTORY @ 23 rebruary 1915

| The plan for the day was Bo continue the attack to secure line of the
 PRUM RIVER within the Regimental zone, The 358th Infantry was to take sue-
 cessive objectives until PRUM RIVIR line was reached. The lst Battalion was
~ to secure Objective U (high ground at 989658) and be prepared to seize Objective
6 (high ground at 00366L) and the town of LAUPERATH, Patrols were to be sent
to PRUM RIVER upon seizure of Ubjective 6. The 2nd Battalion was to assemble
in ARZFALD and be prepared to displace forward to WINDHAUSEN, 3rd Battalion
~was to seize and seaure Objective 5 (KRAUTSCHEID) and to continue attack to
Objective 7 (BELLSGHEID and high ground to the South; also Objective 8 (OBER-
~ PIERSCHEID and the high ground to the North, prepared to send patrols to MAUEL
to contact elements of the 80th Division. Task Force Speiss was to selze :
_ Objective E (HFILBACH), Objective F (high ground at 968621), Objective G (Upper—
Haugen) Objective H (BERKOTH), Objective I (high ground at 024625), and Objective
J (PHILLIPSWEILER), e ; -

_ lst Battalion, the early hours, reported two enemy tanks in the vicinity
of 975665 considerably behind our lines, These tanks caused considerable trouble
until such time as it got too Yhot" for them and they fled to the East, The |
1st Battalion jumped off at 0730 and completed their seizure of Objective L,
(the high ground East of HOLZCHEN), and received orders at 0800 to move on to

- Objective 6, By 12l5, the battalion had knocked out one tank, two self pro-

pelled guns and had some eighty prisoners., The battalion mounted a platoon

of infantry on their TD attachment and were reported meeting no resistance, riding
on to Objective 6, Orders were issued to 1lst Battalion to hold there and re-
organize, Reason to hold was to enable them to make a rush to secure the bridge
at WAXWEILEZR in tact. The Battalion jumped off on this mission st 1630 and
were reported nearing WAXWEILER, At 1710, Able Company was at check point 4L

(010661) with Baker Company close behind them, The bridge was blown before

the 3rd Battalion of 357 could get to it so lst Battalion was ordered to hold

where they were and secure the Objective 6 (high ground West of the PRUM RIVER,

Easy Company was attached to lst Battalion for the purpose of acting as an out-

post company on the West side of WAXWEILER and to relieve elements of the 357

in our zone, :

2nd Battalion had a patrol to contact 6th Armored Division in the vicinity
of IRRHAUSEN during the night. The battalion received orders to move to check
point 193 at (983656) so as to act as Regimental Reserve. They were warned to
keep closed behind the 1st Battalion, They reported closed-in assembly area
near HOLZCHEN at 1423, The 2nd Battalion remained in this area minus Fasy
Company until the close of the periods Easy Company was attached to the 1st
Battalion as an outpost company as stated previously.

The 3rd Battalion attacked at 0730 and had taken Objective 5 (KRAUTSCHEID)
by 1137 with King Company and Item Company. Love Company was Battalion Reserve.
They reported that the fighter bomber support had considerable effect on the
enemy in their sector. Enemy fire was reduced considerebly. Orders for the
Battalion to consolidate on Objective 5 were issued by Regiment. These orders
were in accordance with the plan of trying to capture bridge at WAXWEILER,

At 1600, the Battalion was to jump off and seize and secure Objective 7, (the
town of BELLSCHEID and high ground to the South), Due to a sudden shift in
plans the Battalion remained in KRAUTSCHEID for the night and ordered to lay
plans for an attack in the morning to secure Objectives 7 and 8. They reported
that they had captured two tanks, 100 prisoners, four motorcycles, one 150mm
gun with prime mover, one staff car, two self propelled guns, and several
horses with saddles,

e
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Task Ibrce Speiss reported Objective D (highground Sbuﬁh.easi‘.:_' 0
However, 3 prisoners wer

~ taken at 0205 with very little resistance,
At 0910, TFS, with the Reconnaissance Troo;
 of HEILBACH and reported it cleared at 10
by elements of the 1st Battalion 359, who .
to Objective F (high ground at 968621), This objective was rep i

&t 1530 and thirty prisoners taken. At 1637, the task force jumpsd
vbjective G and Ubjective H and reported both secured at 1925, hak

. town of BERKDTH but lessening during the nights = . . .

_ The Regiment advanced some 1,000 yards during the day's operation
secured all the objectives assigned to it for that day. Durin =
they were held up for the reasons of trying to capture a bridge in

- the Regiment had over-ran several rear-area installations of the ener
rapid movement had kept the enemy completely off balance by not allow

- dig in or organize a defensive position, Two more t‘anks_.;i; were knocked
two self propelled guns were added to the total of captured materiel

reinforced, was a

Speiss added to the total of tanks by claiming one and also one sel P2
gun, Well over one hundred prisoners were taken and the Regiment su
light casualties, During the late evening orders were issued for the
with the 1lst Battalion, Easy Company attached, to remain in place and under no
circumstances cross the River., 2nd Battalion was to be prepared to a st
3rd Battalion or the 1st Battalion in case of a counter-attack in either of 2
= sectors, 3rd Battalion was to secure Objective 7 (BELLSCHEID) and the high '
ground to the South, and Objective 8 (OBERPTERSCHEID and the high ground to the
North) and patrol to MAUEL to contact elements of the 80th Division, Task Force
Speiss was to be prepared, on order, to attack to secure Ubjective I (high ground
vicinity 024625) and Objective H (PHILLIPSVEILER), R

The Regiment closed the period by being disposed along the line of high G
ground on the West bank of the Prum just Hast of LAUPERATH extending to the South
west to BERKOTH, 1st Battalion had Baker Company on the left and Able Compamy:
on the right; 3rd Battalion had King Company on the left and Item Company in :
the center and Love Company along the South protecting the Regimental right, _
Task Force Speiss was disposed with security detachments along our entire right
flank from HEILBACH to BERKOTH, a distance of approximately 6,000 yards,

Regimental Command Post moved from BINSCHEID to ARZFELD,

b
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358th Infantry e e,

Very little activity was reported during the period 0001 to 0800 save our
own movement® of placing Company E in position front of 1lst Battalion as an out-
post company, Company I was attached to the 1st Battalion for two Treasons, one
being that the 1st Battalion had only two rifle companies, and the other being
that 357 did not capture the bridge in tact at WAXWEILER as was planned. As a
result we were to outpost to the river and that part of WAXWEILER while 357 with
drew to their own sector, Company E was rreported in position at 0715, =

There was very little activity in the Regimental sector throughout the entire
day - with the exception of the 3rd Battalion attack to secure the high ground amd
tovm of NEIDERPIERSCHEID, which ws taken by Company K with little resistance, The
other town of OBERPIERSCHEID was taken by Company I with the same little resistance,
Vihen these tm towns were secured, Company L moved to RENGHUSCHEID where later im
the day the Battalion Command Post was set-up, The battalioned jumped off at 0800
and in one and three quarters hours had secured objectives some two miles distant,
Only two casualties were reported, and twemty~-five prisoners were taken, The surge
of power the battalion showed prompted the regiment to take PHILIPPSWEILER but ;
Division stated it was out of the sector, Task Force Spiess, in the meantime, with
armed motor reconnaissance, made their way from RENGHUSCHEID to a point Just & o0
few hundred yards West of PHILIPPSWEILER to secure the high ground and put a road
block at 0214630, for the Regimental flank protection, ; e

The 1st and 2nd Battalions remained in their sectors with 2nd Battalion, minms
Company E, as Regimental Reserve, The 1st Battalion continuedto hold their final
objective which they had secured the previous day, the high ground in the vicinity
of 005670 Southwest to 010657, and their Command Post in the town of SCHET DEN,

The 1st Battalion, 359 was relieved of attachment to 358 as of 2030 and assembled
at955622 and 965610 preparatory for movement to STEFFESHAUSEN, as part of the plan
for the Division to move into Corps Reserve for an unknown period of time, The
Engineers attached to TFS were relieved and assembled at HABSCHEID, The Regimental
Command Post, with attachments, located at ARZFELD,

Darly this afternoon vile rumors began to spread that the 90th Division was to
be relieved by the 6th Cavalry Group and the 6th Armored Division and pulled
back as Corps Reserve, This came true later in the day and we waited relief which i)
is to come late on the 25th or 26th, Our troops are really victory flushed and
can be best explained by the followinz story: :

Company L had been in Battalion Reserve throughout the day and late this after—
noon, after looking at PHILIPPSWEILER all day, decided to investigate., So, a patrol
of eight men took-off and returned with five prisoners which only swelled the total
of an already staggering amount since our employment around the right flank of the
Division. There were other reasons why Company L investigated the town but censor-
ship regulations prohibt their being stated here, We have also freed many Frenda
Prisoners that were being held by the Germans, Many of the Regimental Headquarters
woul d 1ike to go on record by stating that it is only too bad we could not keep
going because the Germans are reeling under our blows at this time and the fact that
we haven't taken many prisoners who failed to say that the German Army is back on
its heels, We have a break-through here, and no one will believe us, If only they
would send ome armor aheads Even the GI Joe in the foxhole says "Why stop here?™

The Regiment closed the day feeling rather secure with Task Force Spiess
strung all out on the ¥ight flank facing South, and the two battalions on a line
- facing East, For the first time we do not have a flank to worry about, It is hoped
that the relief is quick, for it is the first time since Normandy that the 90th Div
has been in Corps Reserve, It is almost too good to be true, How long will it
last? Only future plans can tell us, but the one thing necessary is maintenance
of armor and vehicles, Showers amd hot food is needed for the "doughboys",
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 made hourly reports that all was quiet and only occasional mortar
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’Ihe sec‘bor was particularly quiet during the morm_ng hours,

area and in the 1st Batbalion positions.

itk row the R Covdl ol dicah wlia b Regimerrbal 'Gomaaa
-wi'bh information regarding the relief af 3581:.}1 by his nnit. :

for their respective battalions. At 22L5 the 6th Caval: Squ A .
sumed command and respons:.bili.ty for the sectary held ‘by* the 358‘bh Infmt

7 By 0001 the Regiment was reliered entiraly a'ad th __ eaﬂy hours of mrning
found the battalions closing into their assigned assembly . The 3rd
talion closed in at 0030 in and around the towns of REIFF and st Ba
talion in and around ESCHFELD at 0100, and the 2nd Battalion olosed_f_-;ln; a SEV ;
at 0030. Division was promptly notified that the Regiment had been relieved 'md
regiment closed-in as OlLOOA. The rmaa.ning hours of ea.rl;y mrn:l.ng dﬂﬂmess were
spent in billeting the troops. _ _ ,

The area assigned the Reginment was particulary undesirable in ﬂ:lat “I:.'nere were
very few livable buildings in which the troops could at least have a roof over
their heads, Almost all buil dings were shot-up by artillery fire by both Boche
and Yanks, As a result, the men were crowded into every available space and :
after using a little ingemuity on some of the wrecked houses, the men fina.ll;r
got themselves under some sort of cover,

An Administrative Memorandum was issued by the 5-3 gmerally concerning an
Ordnance repair team and shower schedules for the coming four days. It is the
desire that all men get the opportunity to bathe and be outﬁ_'bted with clean
wool ODs and underwear which all need in the worst WaY o !

358th Infantry msort 2128 Febn;_s:i;-y!us '

Location — present area, resting and cleaning up, Showers were 1ocatad a
mile Wast of NEIDER ETTFELD, Unmumbered Training Memorandum to all Units was
issued and it concerned disciplimary drill, notors, pol::.ce and sanitatmn L
practice firing and physical oondltloning. i :

One half hour of close order dr.i.ll, raview of military oourtea:g;- and inspec
tion of arms and personnel was required. Hotor stables were to be held daily
and motors pooled. Short fast runs and practice marches were to be conducted
to keep the troops in good fighting trim, Extensive firing of the bazooka was
to be stressed as was the firing of the rifle grenade. _ i

On the 28th of February, a reception for Colonel Bealke was held in the
Command Post .area, Colonel Bealke received his "Eagles" on the 2lst and this
was the first reception for him, All officers of the Regiment and several from
Division Headmarters attended, That evening all officers and Warrant Officara
attended a search-light demonstration held near the Command Post, SR





